


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Cover: U.S. Army Gen. George Ca-
sey, commander of Multi-National 
Forces—Iraq, congratulates U.S. 
Army Col. James H. Coffman Jr. after 
pinning him with the military’s sec-
ond-highest medal for valor. 
                    Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell 
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“Success is a journey, not a destination. 
The doing is often more important than the 
outcome.”        Arthur Ashe (1943 - 1993) 

WASHINGTON – Transforming the 
military to fight the war on terror is at 
the heart of the mission for the new 
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

U.S. Navy Adm. Ed-
mund P. Giambasti-
ani Jr. said he is 
"particularly moti-
vated" to find ways 
to combat impro-
vised explosive de-
vices. 

IEDs and vehicle-
borne IEDs are 
terrorist weapons of choice in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. "These 'weapons of 
precise destruction' are not only 
claiming the lives of our young men 
and women in current operations, but 
will likely be employed against our 
forces and our partners in the years 
to come," Giambastiani said in writ-
ten responses to questions posed 
just before he took office Aug. 12. 

He said his job will be to do every-
thing possible to help service mem-
bers do their missions. "They de-
serve 100 percent of our energy," he 
said. "We should provide them with 
the very best education, training, 
equipment, organizations and leader-
ship available to make them success-
ful in very demanding missions we 
ask them to do each and every day 
around the globe." 

U.S. Air Force Gen. Richard B. 
Myers, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, swore in Giambasti-
ani Aug. 12. The admiral succeeded 

U.S. Marine Corps Gen. Peter Pace 
as the vice chairman. Pace has been 
confirmed as the next chairman and 
will assume the office at the end of 
September. 

The admiral said the "the best time to 
undertake transformation is when 
you are engaged in challenging op-
erations." The pressure of the war on 
terror will add urgency to the move 
toward transformation. 

He said he will aggressively translate 
lessons learned into concrete pro-
posals that can be funded. He said 
he will also work with other agencies 
in the U.S. government and with 
Coalition allies. 

Giambastiani, who commanded U.S. 
Joint Forces Command, said he will 
take the lessons he learned there 
and apply them in new ways. "We 
have made great strides in identifying 
how we can improve our operations," 
he said. "While we have advanced 
considerably in the last several 
years, we still have much work to do. 
Much of the work is in the policy area 
here in Washington, which can em-
power the operators in the field to 
work together in an ever more inter-
dependent manner. 

"I am committed to working on these 
policy issues so that we can coher-
ently employ all elements of national 
power to achieve our strategic goals," 
he said. 

Giambastiani said he will wake up 
every day asking what more he can 
do to help service members be suc-
cessful. "This is something I will re-
mind the staff of often," he said. 

New Vice Chairman shares views  
on war and transformation priorities 
By Jim Garamone 
American Forces Press Service 

U.S. Navy Adm.  
Edmund P.  
Giambastiani Jr. 
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‘A great American hero’ 
MNSTC-I adviser to Iraqi Special Police Commandos  
earns Distinguished Service Cross for November battle 

BAGHDAD, Iraq – The Distinguished Service Cross – sec-
ond only to the Medal of Honor in military decorations – has 
been awarded to U.S. Army Col. James H. Coffman Jr. for 
his role in leading Iraqi Special Police Commandos through 
a 5 ½-hour battle against insurgents trying to overrun an 
Iraqi police station. 
 
Flanked by the commando unit Coffman fought with, U.S. 
Army Gen. George Casey, commander of Multi-National 
Forces – Iraq, pinned the cross and eagle medal on 
Coffman’s body armor during an Aug. 24 ceremony at Ad-
non Palace in Baghdad’s International Zone. Iraq’s Minister 
of Interior, Bayan Jabr, and a number of other high-ranking 
Iraqi and Coalition leaders also attended the ceremony. 
 
“It’s humbling to me, to be in the company of heroes,” Ca-
sey said, noting Coffman’s extraordinary heroism in the bat-
tle that killed 12 Iraqi commandos and wounded 24. “Such 
exemplary conduct is a great example to Iraqi commandos 
and to all American Soldiers and warriors.” 

 
Coffman, 51, is a special assis-
tant to the commanding gen-
eral of the Multi-National Secu-
rity Transition Command – 
Iraq, U.S. Army Lt. Gen. David 
H. Petraeus, and a senior ad-
viser to the Iraqi Special Police 
Commandos. He accompanied 
a commando Quick Reaction 
Force with the 3rd Battalion, 1st 
Iraqi Special Police Com-
mando Brigade on Nov. 14, 
2004 to help a commando pla-
toon under attack in a Mosul, 
Iraq police station. 
 
As the QRF approached the 
station, it was besieged with 

rocket-propelled grenades, small arms fire and mortar 
rounds. Coffman and the commandos fought the insurgents 
for four hours before help arrived. When the initial firefight 
killed or seriously wounded all but one of the commando 
officers, Coffman rallied the remaining commandos while 
trying to radio for assistance, according to his award cita-
tion. 
 
“Under heavy fire, he moved from commando to com-

mando, looking each in the eye and using hand and arm 
signals to demonstrate what he wanted done,” the citation 
said. 
 
At one point, an enemy round shattered his left shooting 
hand, damaging his M4 rifle in the process. Coffman ban-
daged it and continued fighting with AK-47 rifles he col-
lected from commando casualties until each ran out of am-
munition. He also passed out ammunition to the uninjured 
commandos with the help of the remaining commando offi-
cer. When all that remained were loose rounds, Coffman 
held magazines between his legs and loaded the rounds 
with his good hand. 
 

By U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell 
MNSTC-I Public Affairs 

U.S. Army Gen. George Casey, commander of Multi-National Forces-Iraq, pins 
the Distinguished Service Cross on U.S. Army Col. James H. Coffman Jr. dur-
ing an Aug. 24 ceremony.                                       Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Paul Tuttle 

U.S. Army Col. James H. Coffman 
Jr. stands at attention as a U.S. 
Army band plays a medley of 
service songs.  
                 Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell 

See ‘Coffman’ 
Page 4 
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A second commando unit arrived four hours after the fight 
began. Coffman led them to his position and continued to 
fight, refusing to be evacuated for treatment until the battle 
was over. Not long after the commando reinforcements ar-
rived, air support and a Stryker Brigade Quick Reaction 
Force were on hand to assist in the battle. 
 
Coffman supervised the 
evacuation of injured com-
mandos and led another 
group of commandos to 
the police station to make 
contact with the Iraqi Po-
lice inside. Once the addi-
tional air and ground sup-
port elements began at-
tacking buildings the en-
emy forces were hiding in, 
Coffman went back to his 
initial position to check on 
the injured commandos 
and then agreed to be 
evacuated for treatment. 
Twenty-five insurgents 
were killed and dozens 
injured. 
 
“Colonel Coffman, the 
blood you shed will never be forgotten,” said Jabr, the Inte-
rior Minister. “We, the forces of the (Ministry of Interior) and 
the (Ministry of Defense) will continue to fight until we de-
feat terrorism. Right will always defeat wrong.” 
 
In remarks during the ceremony, Coffman praised the com-
mandos for their service and commitment to defending free-

dom in Iraq. He 
also said he 
viewed the cere-
mony as a tribute 
to the Iraqi and 
Coalition forces 
that have fought, 
bled and died to-
gether. 
 
“Third battalion, I 
am truly, truly hon-
ored to stand here 
with you today and 
remember your 
courage and brav-
ery last November 
and in all the days 
since then,” 
Coffman said, fac-
ing the commando 
formations. “It has 
been an honor to 

fight with you.” 
 
Jabr and Iraqi Maj. Gen. Adnon Thebit, commander of the 
Special Police Forces, each presented Coffman with medal-
lions. 
 
Prior to the ceremony, Coffman said surgery repaired the 
shattered bones in his hand but it still isn’t back to 100 per-
cent. In the months he’s had to reflect on the battle, 

Coffman said his focus 
continues to be on the 
courage and exemplary 
performance of the Iraqi 
commandos he fought 
with. 
 
“I’m very proud of them, 
and more importantly, 
they’re proud of them-
selves,” Coffman said. 
“The next day, they were 
back out on patrol – after 
suffering 30 to 50 percent 
casualties. That’s pretty 
amazing. I’m not sure 
American units would do 
that. That says something 
about their resilience and 
their ability to maintain 
morale. They certainly 
mourned their losses, but 

they got back into the fight right away. I don’t think you can 
ask much more of people than that.” 
 
With nearly two years of service in Iraq, Coffman is prepar-
ing to return home in early September. He’ll go back to a 
Pentagon job he held prior to deploying to Iraq in December 
2003, in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Special Operations and Low Intensity Conflict. 
 
After celebrating two wedding anniversaries in Iraq, 
Coffman is looking forward to returning to his wife of 21 
years, Patricia White, and their two grown daughters. 
 
Coffman was able to call his wife from the medical aid sta-
tion before he was evacuated to tell her what happened, 
and that he was okay. When he learned he would be 
awarded the DSC – which came as a surprise – Coffman 
said there was some debate about whether the ceremony 
should be held here or at home, where his family could at-
tend. He opted to have it done with the men he fought with. 
 
“In my mind, it’s more for the Iraqis,” he said. 
 
Coffman doesn’t see himself as a big hero, just a Soldier 
who did what he had to do to keep himself and his men 
alive. He believes there are plenty of heroic deeds going on 
in Iraq – particularly in the military and special police train-
ing teams – that go unrecognized. 

Coffman 
From Page 3 

Members of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Iraqi Special Police Commando Brigade flanked U.S. 
Army Col. James H. Coffman Jr. as he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 
Coffman led members of the unit through a lengthy battle against insurgents trying to 
overrun a Mosul police station.                                                      Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell  

Iraq’s Interior Minister, Bayan Jabr, presents U.S. 
Army Col. James H. Coffman Jr. with a special 
medallion.                        Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell 

See ‘Coffman’ 
Page 5 
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“There are equal acts out there. This one just got written 
up,” Coffman said. “I would like to see more people get writ-
ten up.” 
 
Coffman may downplay his actions, but those who work 
with him on the commando adviser team describe him as a 
passionate, tough, and no-nonsense warrior. 
 
“At first, I thought he was crazy,” laughed U.S. Army Sgt. 1st 
Class Carl Paris, who joined the team shortly after the bat-
tle. He recalled Coffman greeting him with a large ban-
daged hand, saying ‘Hey, guess what, kid,’ and then giving 
him a blow-by-blow description of the fight. 
 
“I have nothing but admiration for him,” Paris said. “He is 
the example for me being here. A lot of people talk the talk, 
but he walks the walk. He has a real Soldier’s mentality – 
cut through the B.S. and get the mission done, no matter 
what it takes.” 
 
U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Tlaloc Cutroneo feels honored to have 
been able to serve with Coffman and appreciates the trust 
Coffman placed with him. 
 
“He has allowed me to be privy to major Iraqi developments 
and security solutions,” Cutroneo said. “I have sat in on 
meetings as his battle buddy, not as merely a subordinate. 
To be referred to as his battle buddy means quite a bit.” 
 
Coffman enlisted in the Army in 1972 in Great Barrington, 
Mass., where he grew up. The tangible benefits – learning a 
skill and college tuition – drew him into the service. But 
gaining an understanding of what being a Soldier means 
kept him in uniform for more than 30 years. 
 
“The idea of selfless service and patriotism takes over,” 
Coffman said. “I like that.” 
 
Coffman has a Bachelor of Science degree in Chinese Area 
Studies from the United States Military Academy at West 
Point, N.Y., and a Master of Science degree in National 
Security Affairs from the Naval Postgraduate School at 
Monterey, Calif. He was also a U.S. Army Fellow at the 

Fletcher 
School of 
Law and 
Diplomacy, 
Tufts Uni-
versity in 
Medford, 
Mass., and 
attended the 
Boston Uni-
versity 
Overseas 
Program for 
Master of 
Science in 
International 
Relations in 
Vicenza, Italy. 
 
His military career has taken him from Fort Bragg, N.C.; 
Tampa, Fla. and Washington, D.C. to more far-flung loca-
tions like Vicenza, Korea and Gelnhausen, Germany. Along 
with the Distinguished Service Cross, Coffman’s other 
awards include the Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf 
clusters, Joint Service Commendation Medal with two oak 
leaf clusters, the Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert Infan-
tryman Badge, and Special Forces and Ranger Tabs. 
 
Coffman will have to retire in three years, but he figures he 
still has one more overseas tour in him. He isn’t sure it will 
be in Iraq, though. 
 
“If asked, I would find it hard to say no,” Coffman said. “I 
have a lot of respect for a lot of the Iraqis. They have a 
tough time ahead of them.” 
 
Coffman doesn’t believe democracy can be fast-tracked 
here. The United States had to work through several years 
of contentious issues – including a Civil War – before it en-
joyed a stable democratic government. 
 
“It’s easy when you’ve had a couple centuries of experience 
with democracy to overlook the difficulties in getting that,” 
Coffman said. “I can’t think of a nobler endeavor than to 
help 28 million people achieve it.” 

Coffman 
From Page 4 

U.S. Army Col. James H. Coffman Jr. poses with some of 
the Iraqi Special Police Commandos who fought with him 
in a fierce battle against insurgents Nov. 14, 2004, after he 
received the Distinguished Service Cross for his actions in 
that battle.                              Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Paul Tuttle 

U.S. Army Col. James 
H. Coffman Jr. salutes 
commandos he led 
through a tough battle 
(right) after praising 
them for their courage 
and determination to 
fight for democracy 
(center). Coffman 
glances at the forma-
tion of commandos 
(left) after receiving 
medallions from Iraq’s 
Minister of Interior 
and the commander of 
Iraq’s Special Police 
Forces. 
Photos by U.S. Army Sgt. 1st 
Class Paul Tuttle (right) and U.S. 
Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell (left, 
center) 



BAGHDAD, Iraq – Iraqi and Coalition 
leaders celebrated the opening of a 
new headquarters building for Iraq’s 
Highway Patrol with music, food, 
speeches and sacrificial lambs. 
 
“This achievement is our dream come 
true,” said Iraqi Gen. Ali, highway pa-
trol commander, in thanking the Multi-
National Security Transition Com-
mand-Iraq and others involved in 
making it happen, such as the U.S. 
Army’s 18th Military Police Brigade. 
 
The Aug. 25 ceremony marked the 
completion of a five-month, $1 million 
renovation spearheaded by MNSTC-I. 
As a chorus of patrol officers sang 
patriotic songs, four lambs were killed 
in front of the building’s main en-
trance. The blood of the lambs sancti-
fies the property, according to Iraqi 
tradition. 

The highway patrol was 
officially established in De-
cember 2004. Patrol offi-
cers have completed more 
than 1,000 missions since 
then – escorting high-
ranking military and political 
leaders and tankers from 
the Ministry of Oil – in addi-
tion to their daily duties of 
guarding Iraq’s streets and 
thoroughfares. Ali said 
highway patrol officers have 
also captured 152 terrorists. 
 
The Iraqi Highway Patrol 
Academy at Taji Military 
Base graduated its first 
class of 247 students in 
early April. The three-week 
course includes training in 
weapons, driving, convoy 
operations, patrolling, 
searching buildings, first aid 
and anti-terrorism force pro-
tection. 
 

The current academy 
class has 260 students; 
the next three classes 
are expected to have 
250 students each. Pa-
trol officers receive additional train-
ing from the 18th MP Brigade, Inter-
national Police Liaison Officers and 
through specialized courses at Ad-
non Palace, through MNSTC-I’s 
Civilian Police Assistance Training 
Team. 
 
“The Iraqi Highway 
Patrol is enor-
mously important to 
this country,” said 
U.S. Army Lt. Gen. 
David H. Petraeus, 
MNSTC-I com-
mander. “In less 
than one year of 
existence, its mem-
bers have demon-
strated uncommon 
courage, determi-
nation and commit-
ment.” 
 
The headquarters 

renovation is just one construction 
project MNSTC-I is undertaking for 
the highway patrol, Petraeus said. 
Others are on-going in Baghdad and 
in southern Iraq. Projects will also be-
gin soon in northern and western ar-
eas of the country, Petraeus said. 
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By U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell 
MNSTC-I Public Affairs 

Officials tout opening of IHP headquarters 

U.S. Army Lt. Gen. David H. Petraeus, commander of the Multi-
National Security Transition Command—Iraq, prepares to leave 
the new Iraqi Highway Patrol headquarters after attending a 
grand-opening celebration.                       Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell 

A young girl presents U.S. Army Lt. Gen. David H. Pet-
raeus with a bouquet of flowers. Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell 

Iraqi and Coalition leaders marked the completion of a $1 million renova-
tion project, providing Iraq’s Highway Patrol with a new headquarters, 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony.                              Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Lorie Jewell 



Iraqi soldiers capture wins  
in first Taji logistics rodeo 
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The first Taji National Depot Rodeo pitted teams of Iraqi and Coali-
tion soldiers against each other, competing in logistic skills events 
such as pallet loading, vehicle maintenance and material inventory. 
The competition also included a soccer match and a drill and cere-
mony contest. 
 
A panel of four judges declared the Iraqi team victorious in all 
events but pallet loading, from which they were disqualified. In the 
event, each team had five members loading and netting boxes onto 
three pallets. They were allowed to rotate members in and out, as 
long as the number of loaders did not exceed five. When the Coali-
tion team started to pull ahead, Iraqi soldiers watching from the 
sidelines jumped in to help their comrades, forcing judges to dis-
qualify the team. 
 
In the inventory event, two teams of five competed. Although the 
Coalition team finished its inventory three minutes ahead of the 
Iraqis, judges awarded the win to the Iraqis after that team pro-
duced inventory sheets that had every block filled in, with com-
plete 11 digit stock numbers in legible print. The Coalition team did 
not pay as much attention to detail, judges said. 
 
Another event tested the vehicle maintenance skills of each team. 
The objective was to perform preventive maintenance checks and 
service on three vehicles, fill out a form on each and select the 
most battle-ready vehicle. Members then hooked up an empty wa-
ter buffalo, drove it down a road, unhooked it and returned to the 
starting point with a full buffalo. The Iraqis won by one point. 
 
The Iraqis also won the soccer match, 4 to 2, along with the drill 
and ceremony competition. 
 
Observers, including U.S. Army Lt. Col. Levonda Selph, com-
mander of the Taji National Depot, were impressed with the enthu-
siasm of both Coalition and Iraqi soldiers. Selph said the competi-
tion helped foster feelings of camaraderie between the soldiers. 
 

— Information from MNSTC-I, J-4 Logistics 

Above: Iraqi soldiers race to load boxes onto a shipping pallet. The team 
was disqualified when observers jumped in to assist. Below: Coalition and 
Iraqi soldiers perform PMCS on UAZ jeeps in the vehicle maintenance 
event.                                                                     Photos by U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Tim Larson 



UMM QASR, Iraq — In the early 
morning hours, a Predator Class Pa-
trol Boat sounds 3 short blasts as she 
leaves her southern Iraq berth to start 
another day on an operational patrol. 
 
She is one of five Iraqi patrol boats 
responsible for guarding sectors 
around one of Iraq’s two oil platforms. 
The platforms provide 80 percent of 
the country’s gross domestic product, 
and are essential for the successful 
transition and economic survival of 
Iraq. The threat is very real; in April 
2004, a failed attempt to destroy the 
oil platform resulted in the deaths of 
three Coalition sailors. 
 
The British Royal Navy, Royal Ma-
rines Maritime and Riverine Assis-

tance Support Team have been em-
bedded in Umm Qasr for two years, 
guiding the Iraqi Navy to a point 

where it now inde-
pendently plans 
and conducts op-
erations with the 
Coalition Task 
Force.  
 
The Iraqi Navy 
patrols platform 
sectors around the 
clock, seven days 
a week. It also 
conducts board 
and search opera-
tions and anti-
piracy patrols. 
More recently, the 
Iraqi Navy has 
started to conduct 
anti-smuggling and 
Ali BaBa Blue 
Light patrols with 
the Kuwait Coast 
Guard.    
 
North of Umm 
Qasr, the Iraqi 
Coast Guard and 
Inland Waterways 
Department are 
also operating in-
dependently, re-
ducing criminal 
activity in their ar-
eas. They im-

pounded 105 tons of oil in May alone. 
 
New boats and equipment are arriv-
ing, increasing the efficiency and ef-
fectiveness of the Iraqi Navy and 
Coast Guard. Officials note a dra-
matic drop in criminal activity in the 
past few months. As a result, trade is 
starting to return to Iraq’s ports – 
Umm Qasr’s port is now running at 70 
percent capacity and the RoRo berth 
is in constant use. 
 
The Iraqi Training Department, estab-
lished by the British Royal Navy, is 
now operating its own courses and 
training packages, with classes taught 
by Iraqis for Iraqis. The department 
has provided new entry training for 
200 Iraqi Marines. Officials are en-
couraged by the fact that 100 percent 
of the Iraqi Marines returned to train-
ing after being granted leave halfway 
through the course. 
 
Now fully trained, the Iraqi Marines 
are expected to take over responsibil-
ity for defending one of the oil plat-
forms from the Coalition by the end of 
September. 
 
The strength of the Iraqi Navy and 
Iraqi Marines will continue to grow, 
with seven new ships expected to 
arrive over the coming year, including 
two large offshore support vessels. 
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By British Lt. Mika-John Southworth 
British Royal Navy 

Iraqi Navy, Marines gaining strength and independence 

Five Iraqi Navy patrol boats have the responsibility of guarding one of Iraq’s two oil platforms, which pro-
vide 80 percent of the country’s gross domestic product. The Iraqi Navy is conducting independent opera-
tions, after two years of assistance from British advisers.                                      Photos provided by the British Royal Navy 

The British Royal Navy, Royal Marines Maritime and the Riverine Assistance 
Support Team have provided support to the Iraqi Navy. 
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MUQDADIYAH, Iraq – Task Force Liberty Soldiers are 
working with the Iraqi Army to develop more proficient com-
bat leaders capable of leading troops in the fight against 
terrorists. 
 
In the Combat Leaders Course at the Diyala Regional 
Training Facility here, 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Soldiers 
work with their Iraqi counterparts to train soldiers from the 
Iraqi Army’s 5th Division to be better battlefield leaders. 
 
Training during the 14-day course helps build on the Iraqi 
soldiers’ basic military knowledge and skills, said U.S. Army 
Staff Sgt. Lloyd Pegues, the senior Coalition force instructor 
for the course. 
 
“We train the platoon sergeants, platoon leaders and com-
pany leadership to be able to take control and make deci-
sions,” said Pegues. “We do this by taking what they al-
ready know and then building on their knowledge base of 
tactics, leadership combat tactics and general leadership 
skills.” 
 
Pegues added that most of the instruction is performed by 
Iraqi cadre, with Coalition soldiers supervising, observing 
and instructing when needed. 
 
The training has been good, but there have been a couple 
of stumbling blocks, Pegues said.  
 
“At first, the platoons were trying to figure out whether we 
were going to cater our training to the way they fight,” he 
said. “But as we get different (intelligence) from our battal-

ion and brigade and, as the enemy changes the way they 
fight, we change the way we train, so it can be confusing 
sometimes.” 
 
The soldiers are glad to be receiving the training and feel 
they will benefit on future missions, said an Iraqi platoon 
sergeant going through the course. 
 
“This training makes us better for our next missions,” said 
Iraqi Sgt. Abed of Company D, 4th Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 5th 
Iraqi Army Division. “For example, we need new information 
about military things that make the soldiers better in the 
future.” 
 
Another Iraqi squad leader from Company D feels that the 
training is good because a lot of his soldiers want to fight as 
they did under the old regime and feels the new tactics will 
better help them defeat any enemies of Iraq. 
 
“It’s good training for the soldiers with the new army,” said 
Iraqi Sgt. Salman. “We should use the new system because 
it is better to fight the enemy of this country.” 
 
Pegues has seen the fruits of his labor first hand and feels 
that the Iraqi soldiers are starting to come together as a 
whole. 
 
“We do convoys outside the gate and a couple of times I’ve 
seen guys we’ve trained working at check points doing the 
right things,” Pegues said. “They are alert, pulling security, 
performing searches and showing courtesy to the Iraqi peo-
ple. The soldiers themselves are motivated, dedicated and 
they want to do the right thing and I think as long as they 
train each other and understand they’ve got to do this to win 
the war against terrorism, they’ll make it.” 

Iraqi leaders train at Diyala Regional Training Facility 
By U.S. Army Sgt. Daniel W. Bailey 
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment 

Thirty-five Iraqi officers and non-commissioned officers graduated Aug. 17 from the British Army’s Infantry 
Battle School in Brecon, south Wales. The three-month course trained them to be instructors at Iraq’s Ar 
Rustamiyah Military Academy. British Minister for the Armed Forces, Adam Ingram, attended the ceremony, 
along with British Army Adjutant General Lt. Gen. Freddie Viggers and Iraqi Maj. Gen. Amjad from the Minis-
try of Defense. In the group’s final exercise, soldiers attack an enemy compound under cover from smoke 
grenades (far left and center); and an Iraqi soldier prepares to assault an enemy position (right). 

Photos by David Stevens 

Final exercise demonstrates British training 



TAJI, Iraq – Medics with the Division 
Support Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division 
are helping train the Iraqi Army in 
combat medic skills. 
 
U.S. Army Sgt. Matthew J. Carver and 
U.S. Army Spc. Richard J. Fourroux, 
combat medics with the 550th Area 
Support Medical Company, Brigade 
Troops Battalion, DSB, are leading 
the efforts to train new Iraqi Army re-
cruits to be full combat medics.   
 
Carver and Fourroux are directing a 
five-week course that requires Iraqi 
medics to train to a similar standard 
as U.S. Army combat medics. The 
first class graduated 15 medics on 
July 26.   
 
Fourroux said his experiences in Iraq 
have come full circle. Today, his mis-
sion is vastly different from that during 
his rotation in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom 1. When he deployed to this 
country for the first time, Iraqis were 
the enemy. Now, he is preparing them 
for the future security of their nation 
with a more stabilized force.  
  
As of July 26, the course has shifted 
to a “train the trainers” phase – in-
structing qualified Iraqi soldiers to 
teach their own forces, said Carver.   
 
Iraqi Sgt. Al-Jobory, who has worked 
as a medic in Iraqi Army clinics for 

years, is an 
Iraqi leader in 
the Train the 
Trainer 
course.   
 
Al-Jobory said 
he “loves 
training sol-
diers.” His 
goal is to give 
these new 
medics the 
experience 
they need to 
return to their 
unit, conduct 
missions, and 
save lives. In 
fact, Al-Jobory 
said their team 
motto, “a 
healthy mind 
for a healthy 
body,” is an example of the students’ 
excitement to receive the training.   
 
Enrollment for the Aug. 3 course tri-
pled, compared to the first class. In 
the next four weeks, Carver and Four-
roux will take on the role of advisers 
when the second rotation of Iraqi 
Army combat medic training begins. 
This allows exerienced medics like Al-
Jobory to step in and instruct the 
classes.   
  
“We are trying to hand over the reins,” 
said Carver.  “We are encouraging 
their leaders to set up their own class-

rooms to train their own medics.”  
 
“It’s a tough course” said Al-Jobory. 
“But, in the end, we learn what will 
enable us to save more lives while 
conducting operations out in the field. 
 
Other forward operating bases 
throughout the 3rd Infantry Division 
area are scheduling combat medic 
courses to assist in increasing the 
survivability of the Iraqi Army as they 
assume responsibility for their own 
security.” 
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Looking back 
   

One year ago in Iraq 
   The Mehdi Army and Iraqi Security Forces started ex-
changing prisoners late Friday, Aug. 27, 2004, according 
to an Iraqi police informant. 
   The Al-Arabiya network also reported the exchange is 
under way one day after Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani 
and radical Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr negotiated a 
peace deal in the Najaf region. 
   Al-Sadr's Mehdi Army militia and Coalition and Iraqi Se-
curity Forces had been fighting around the Imam Ali 
Mosque for three weeks. 

   Earlier Friday, Iraqi police were securing Najaf's Old City 
and the mosque as al-Sadr and al-Sistani representatives 
worked to transfer control of the mosque compound from 
al-Sadr's militia to the Marjiya, the Shiite religious author-
ity. 
    A senior al-Sadr representative said most Medhi Army 
members had turned in their weapons. Kasim Daoud, Min-
ister of State for Military Affairs, said a council has been 
set up to reconstruct Najaf and repair damage in nearby 
Kufa.  

Iraqi Sgt. Al-Jobory, left, an Iraqi Army medic, and U.S. Army Sgt. Matthew J. 
Carver, right, a combat medic with the 550th Area Support Medical Company, teach 
an Iraqi Army student medic the fundamentals of treating a patient with head 
trauma injuries. Carver is heading a “train the trainer” program for Iraqi Army Medi-
cal Instructors with Al-Jobory as the lead instructor.                                      U.S. Army 

U.S. medics teach Iraqi soldiers combat medic skills 

By U.S. Army 1st Lt. Jennifer Pollard 
550th Area Support Medical Company 



BAGHDAD, Iraq – Several truck loads of humanitarian as-
sistance rolled out from a forward operating base in south-
ern Baghdad to provide Horajeb residents with basic food 
items, medical supplies, and recreational items Aug. 17. 
 
The delivery was part of a U.S. and Iraqi stability and sup-
port operation. Two transport trucks left before dawn, as a 
29-vehicle convoy passed through the southernmost limit 
of the Al Rashid district, and made its way along streets 
with names like Toyota, Chicken, and Bulls that the U.S. 

Army has named to help guide 
its Soldiers through the often 
sign-less streets they’ve become 
familiar with over here. 
 
The patrol was made up of Sol-
diers from 3rd Squadron, 3rd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment; 1st 
Battalion, 184th Infantry Regi-
ment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team; and Iraqi forces from 1st 
Battalion, 4th Public Order Bri-
gade.   
 
“Expect to see the Army increas-
ingly hand authority and respon-
sibility over to Iraqi Security 
Forces, as part of the overall 
picture, to allow citizens to see 
and feel more comfortable with 
many of the new faces,” 
said  U.S. Army Capt. Darrell 

Retherford, a team leader with the 490th Civil Affairs Bat-
talion, during a briefing to his Soldiers.  
 

The Iraqi Public Order Battalion soldiers distributed the 
goods to the residents of the town, which sits removed 
from the steady stream of images coming out of more fa-
miliar parts of Baghdad. It is a few miles south of the city 
and west of the Tigris River – a postcard image with rows 
of orchards, date trees and watermelon fields. 
 
This area is generally considered an agricultural area. 
Lately, Coalition forces have had a lower presence. Some 
local and military leaders are concerned that an increasing 
number of terrorists have moved into the area. 
 
That’s one reason Retherford helped orchestrate this mis-
sion, named Operation Thunder Goodwill.   
 
The local Imam of the town met with the commander of the 
Public Order Battalion for the first time Aug. 17. The two 
exchanged a warm greeting as they stood near a table next 
to trucks filled with food staples. The Imam offered to work 
with the battalion to keep terrorist activity away from Hora-
jeb, which has been without a major incident for nearly five 
months.  
 
The operation was conducted during the early-morning 
hours as Soldiers delivered rice, canned chicken, tomato 
sauce and medical supplies put together by organizations 
in the United States. Toys and soccer balls were donated 
by friends and family members of the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment and collected by the 490th Civil 
Affairs Battalion for distribution.  
 
“Our operations are not always about cordon and searches 
or raids,” said U.S. Army Maj. Eric Carpenter, chief of plans 
for 4th Brigade Combat Team. “Operation Thunder Good-
will allows us to support the Iraqi Security Forces and get 
them on the streets, so they can talk to the residents and 
let them know we are working to make their neighborhoods 
safer.” 

An Iraqi girl holds a Beanie 
Baby and a handbill given to 
her by Iraqi soldiers from the 
1st Battalion, 4th Public Order 
Brigade during Operation 
Thunder Goodwill Aug. 17.  
Photo by U.S. Army Spc. David Kobi, 55th 
Signal Company 
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Iraqi, U.S. Soldiers bring goodwill to Horajeb 
By U.S. Army Spc. Christopher Mallard  
425th Civil Affairs Battalion 

 
 
 

The Advisor 
WANTED: Stories and photos 

 
The Advisor would like to tell every story within MNSTC-I, but we 
cannot be everywhere at once; we depend on you to assist us.  
 
We welcome your ideas and support. Anyone who is on the 
scene when news is happening can write a story or take a photo-
graph. Please note though, that a good news story sticks to the 
facts and is of interest to our general readership. For more infor-
mation, contact the public affairs office at DSN (318) 852-1334. 
 
Or, send your stories, quality photos or comments to: 

pao@mnstci.iraq.centcom.mil 
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Iraqi Security Forces / In Brief 
ISF, U.S. Forces take down  
10 terror suspects 
BAGHDAD – Iraqi Security Forces and Task Force Bagh-
dad Soldiers captured a man suspected of planting bombs, 
three suspected kidnappers and six other terror suspects in 
a series of combat operations carried out Aug. 20. 
   All 10 of the suspects are thought to be involved in plan-
ning and carrying out numerous attacks against Iraqi civil-
ians, Iraqi Security Forces and Task Force Baghdad Sol-
diers. 
   At 11 a.m., Iraqi Security Forces from the 2nd Public Or-
der Brigade and U.S. Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 64th 
Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, worked to-
gether to catch a terror suspect preparing to use an impro-
vised explosive device in east Baghdad.    
   Acting on a tip from an Iraqi citizen, the combined force 
apprehended the suspect at his house. A search of the 
premises uncovered a 155mm artillery shell, TNT, bomb-
making materials, detonators, AK-47 assault rifles, a pistol, 
and anti-Coalition propaganda. 
   An hour later, Task Force Baghdad Soldiers acting on a 
tip captured three kidnapping suspects while searching two 
houses in south Baghdad. The three suspects were taken 
into custody for questioning. 
   Just before 4 p.m., terrorists fired mortar rounds at an 
installation in south Baghdad.  Soldiers on the post re-
sponded quickly and saw a white bongo truck fleeing the 
site where the attack originated. A patrol followed the truck 
to a house in southwest Baghdad and captured four attack-
ers. The Soldiers searched the home and seized two AK-47 

assault rifles, a sub-machine gun, and 1,000 rounds of am-
munition. 
   Later, Soldiers from the 126th Military Police Company 
patrolling in the Ghazaliyah district of west Baghdad saw a 
man firing a weapon out of his vehicle. The MPs stopped 
the vehicle, searched it, and found three fake identification 
cards, two pistols, two license plates and ammunition. The 
suspect was taken into custody for questioning.  
   At around 7 p.m., Coalition forces raided another terrorist 
safe-house and detained a man believed to be the leader of 
a terror cell operating in southeast Baghdad. The suspect 
was taken into custody for questioning. (Task Force Bagh-
dad Public Affairs) 

Weapons and bomb-making materials discovered by Iraqi Security 
Forces from the 2nd Public Order Brigade and U.S. Soldiers from the 1st 
Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team while 
searching a suspected terrorist’s house in east Baghdad.   

U.S. Army photo 

Tip stops car bomb 
TIKRIT – Stopping a passing Tikrit patrol officer, an Iraqi 
civilian informed the police of an unattended vehicle Aug. 
16. The police responded by calling in the forensics bomb 
squad to examine the vehicle. After the bomb squad con-
firmed the vehicle was a vehicle-borne improvised explo-
sive device, the police immediately began cordoning off the 
area and requested assistance. The car bomb was deto-
nated in place; the Tikrit fire department responded, putting 
out the flames and beginning the clean up. (Task Force Lib-
erty Public Affairs) 
 

Iraqi Army clears IED 
FALLUJAH – Iraqi Army and Coalition forces discovered an 
improvised explosive device on a roadway here Aug. 19. 
   Soldiers with 1st Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 1st Iraqi Interven-
tion Force and 1/6 U.S. Marines secured the area and 
called in an explosive ordnance disposal team. The EOD 
team deployed a robot to get a better look at the explosive 
threat. While investigating the suspected IED, a cylindrical 
object in the east bound lane, the IED detonated and de-
stroyed the robot.  
   The IED consisted of a 122mm artillery shell with an un-
known type of receiver. Soldiers searched the area for a 
triggerman, with no success.  

Fallujah raid kills three insurgents     
FALLUJAH – Iraqi Army soldiers and Coalition Special 
Forces advisers conducted a combined raid on an anti-Iraq 
force kidnapping cell located 21 kilometers southeast of 
here Aug. 19. 
   Soldiers with 1st Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 1st Iraqi Interven-
tion Force and U.S. Special Forces assaulted the target 
house and were quickly engaged by three enemy combat-
ants with small arms fire. The Iraqi and U.S. Soldiers re-
turned fire killing all three insurgents. 
   A search of the house resulted in the discovery of numer-
ous weapons and improvised explosive device-making ma-
terials.      

 
Insurgent detained at checkpoint      
MOSUL – Iraqi Army soldiers manning a traffic control point 
detained an anti-Iraq force member after searching a vehi-
cle Aug. 20. 
   Soldiers with 3rd Battalion, 4th Brigade, 2nd Iraqi Army Divi-
sion found one light machine gun and 2,500 rounds of am-
munition while searching the suspect’s vehicle. The suspect 
was transported to a detention facility. 
 
 



 

ROYAL MILITARY ACADEMY 
SANDHURST, England – An Iraqi 
officer cadet at the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst has beaten 
more than 20 others to win the 
prestigious Overseas Sword for 
best foreign student. 
   Junior Under Officer Mohammed 
has excelled in all areas of his in-
tensive officer training since arriving 
at Sandhurst a year ago. He was 
honored Aug. 12 for his achieve-
ments when he was presented with 
the award during the annual Sover-
eigns Parade by His Majesty King 
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin of Malay-
sia, who graduated from Sandhurst 
in 1964. 
   Britain’s Secretary of State for 
Defence John Reid congratulated 
Mohammed on his outstanding 
achievement. 
   “Officer training at Sandhurst 
rightly has a reputation for being the 
most demanding and most profes-
sional officer training program in the 
world,” Reid said. “So to pass out 
(graduate) is in itself a tremendous 
achievement.  
   “However, to win the Overseas 
Sword is the mark of a really out-

standing soldier, and I extend my 
profound congratulations to him,” 
Reid said. “We wish him all the best 
and have no doubts he will be an 
inspiration among his comrades 
when he returns to duties in the 
Iraqi Army.” 
   Mohammed will now undertake 
Advanced Infantry Training at the 
Infantry Battle School in Brecon 
before returning to take up duties in 
Iraq. 
   The Commissioning Course at 
RMAS provides initial training for all 
future officers of the regular army 
except those who rise through the 
ranks to Warrant Officer and those 
who join the specialist corps, such 
as doctors, dentists, vets, nurses, 
lawyers and padres. Mohammed 
was one of 23 overseas students in 
his year. 
   The Commissioning Course is 44 
weeks long. There are three 14-
week terms. At the end of Term 
one, cadets go on a one week ad-
venturous training course and fol-
lowing Term two, they participate in 
an adventurous training expedition. 
At the end of Term three, cadets 
are commissioned and leave the 

Academy to carry out their second 
phase of training which focuses on 
that part of the army they will join 
such as the infantry, artillery, logis-
tics or other technical or general 
arms. (Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst news release) 
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Iraqi citizens tips help Soldiers  
BAGHDAD – Iraqi Army and Coalition forces, working to-
gether and independently, took 19 suspected terrorists into 
custody while conducting a series of combat operations in 
and around Baghdad Aug. 21. 
   Tips received from Iraqi citizens led to the detention of 12 
of the 19 terror suspects. Thirteen of the suspects were 
captured during five pre-dawn raids carried out in west, 
central and south Baghdad. Iraqi Army and Task Force 
Baghdad Soldiers also seized a computer, two AK-47 as-
sault rifles and improvised explosive device fuses during 
the raids.    
   The largest operation of the day was carried out at noon 
by Iraqi Army and Task Force Baghdad Soldiers working 
together. Acting on information provided by another Iraqi 
citizen, Soldiers searched an anti-Iraq forces’ safe-house in 
south Baghdad and captured six suspects thought to be 
involved in terrorist activities. 
   At about the same time, Task Force Baghdad Soldiers 
manning a traffic control point stopped a vehicle at a busy 
intersection in east Baghdad. When the Soldiers searched 

the car, they found a shotgun and four pistols hidden in-
side. The patrol detained the suspect and brought him into 
custody for questioning. 
   In other combat operations, a Task Force Baghdad unit 
patrolling in northwest Baghdad struck an IED. No one was 
injured in the attack, and when the Soldiers searched a 
nearby house they found an AK-47 assault rifle and a ma-
chine gun with 10 magazines. The unit also found binocu-
lars, a periscope and 40 to 50 circuit boards which could 
have been used to detonate bombs. The patrol took the 
owner of the house into custody for questioning. (Task 
Force Baghdad Public Affairs) 
 

Highway Patrol discovers IED   
BAYJI – Iraqi Highway Patrol officers discovered an impro-
vised explosive device 29 kilometers northwest of here 
Aug. 20. Officers on patrol noticed a hole in the median 
and stopped to investigate. Inside the hole, officers found 
three artillery shells. There was no initiation device visible. 
An Iraqi explosive ordnance disposal team secured the 
munitions.  

Junior Under Officer Muhammed re-
ceives the prestigious Overseas 
Sword for best foreign student by His 
Majesty King Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin 
of Malaysia at Sandhurst Sovereigns 
Parade.  

Photo provided by MoD website www.mod.uk 

Iraqi officer named best foreign student at Sandhurst 
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Iraqi Security Forces / In Brief 
Border Patrol stops smugglers     
TALL AFAR – Iraqi Department of Border Enforcement offi-
cers and Coalition forces interdicted a small group of smug-
glers and a large mule train crossing the Syrian border 
northwest of here Aug. 19. 
   Border patrol officers and elements of the 1st Squadron, 
3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment  discovered five or six males 
leading more than 200 mules carrying fuel pods into Iraq. 
The smugglers were able to escape back into Syria with 
some of the mules. Coalition forces captured 145 of the 
mules and their fuel loads.      
 

Public Order Brigade detains two  
FALLUJAH – Iraqi Public Order Brigade officers and Coali-
tion forces conducted a cordon and knock in an area sus-
pected of insurgent activity Aug. 20. 
   Officers with the 2nd Public Order Brigade and 1/6 U.S. 
Marines targeted several homes to be searched which were 
believed to be housing anti-Iraq force operatives involved in 
the murder of female barbers, trafficking weapons, and 
planning suicide attacks.  
   The first house searched yielded Iraqi Army uniforms and 
insurgent propaganda. One male suspect detained on the 
premises directed officers across the street to the primary 
target’s home. 
   The target was captured and his computer and vehicle 
were confiscated. Both men were transported to a detention 
facility.     
 

IPS officers discover munitions   
BAGHDAD – Iraqi Police Service officers on patrol discov-
ered 32 mortar rounds and 20 rockets in two separate inci-
dents here Aug. 21. 
   Officers on patrol noticed a fresh mound of dirt between 
two houses in the Zohour District. Upon further investiga-
tion, officers found 32 mortar rounds buried in the ground. 
The rounds were transported to a local police station. 
   Elsewhere, Iraqi police were inspecting a truck hauling ice 
in the New Baghdad area when officers uncovered 20 rock-
ets concealed beneath the ice. According to the report, the 
rockets were intended to be used in an attack against a 
government ministry.   
 

ISF making an impact 
BAGHDAD – Iraqi Security Forces continue to respond to 
reports of suspected improvised explosive devices and anti-
Iraq force activity in the Baghdad area. 
   Iraqi Police officers received a report of a possible vehi-
cle-borne IED Aug. 21. Police cordoned a pick-up truck at 
the specified location and secured the immediate area. Po-
lice found one rocket launcher and eight rockets in the 
truck. An Iraqi explosive ordnance disposal team conducted 
a controlled detonation of the munitions.   
   Early that morning, Iraqi soldiers and Public Order Bri-
gade officers conducted two separate raids resulting in the 
detainment of seven suspected insurgents. 

Informant leads police to cache  
BAGHDAD – Iraqi Police officers on patrol received a tip 
from a local citizen concerning a suspected cache in the 
Zohour District Aug. 22. 
   Police traveled to the location provided by the informant 
and uncovered 68 mortar rounds buried in a field. The mu-
nitions were transported to Boob Al Sham Police Station. 
This is the second significant cache find in the same area, 
as 32 mortar rounds were discovered Aug. 21.   
 

Soldiers engage vehicle, kill two  
HIT – Iraqi Army soldiers and Coalition forces on a dis-
mounted security patrol were attacked by two insurgents in 
a white truck Aug. 22. 
   Soldiers with 2nd Battalion, 1st Brigade, 1st Iraqi Interven-
tion Force and 3/25 U.S. Marines were confronted by a 
truck traveling at a high rate of speed in their direction. At 
30 meters, the patrol fired two warning shots into the vehi-
cle. One shot was fired at the grill and the other into the 
deck on the driver’s side. In response, the truck driver 
crouched down, while the passenger fired a weapon at the 
patrol. The joint patrol engaged the vehicle with multiple 
rounds of small arms fire causing the vehicle to stop ap-
proximately 30 meters past the patrol. Upon searching the 
vehicle, soldiers found two dead men and recovered one 
AK-47 automatic rifle and several spent 7.62mm casings. 
   A gun powder residue test was performed on both vic-
tims. The passenger tested positive, the driver did not.  
 

Iraqi Police recover munitions   
MOSUL – Iraqi Police Service officers delivered some un-
exploded ordnance to a police station here Aug. 22. 
   Police officers transported two 120mm rounds that had 
been found during a patrol to the 1 West Police Station. An 
Iraqi explosive ordnance disposal team removed the muni-
tions for later disposal. 
 

Suspected insurgents detained  
HIT – Iraqi Army soldiers and Coalition forces conducting a 
joint dismounted search of residences in a targeted area  
Aug. 23 successfully captured suspected anti-Iraq force 
operatives and improvised explosive device-making materi-
als and equipment. 
   Soldiers with 2nd Battalion, 1st Brigade, 1st Iraqi Interven-
tion Force and 3/25 U.S. Marines searched an area on the 
east side of the Euphrates River that earlier was the site of 
an engagement with anti-Iraq force combatants. In a build-
ing where the previous small arms fire attack originated, 
soldiers detained five men and found anti-Coalition propa-
ganda CDs, cell phones, photos of men carrying weapons, 
washing machine timers, motorcycle batteries, wires, and 
some infantry gear. 
   The detainees were tested for gun powder residue, and 
all five tested positive. The detainees were escorted to 
Camp Hit for processing and questioning.     
 



           

  Did you know? 
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The front side of the new  5,000 Iraqi Dinar, with Arabic 
inscriptions, illustrates Gully Ali Baig and its 800 meter 
waterfall. The 10 kilometer gully passes between Mount 
Kork and Mount Nwathnin. The waterfall is located ap-
proximately 60 kilometers from Shaqlawa in northern Iraq.  
 
   The back of the 5,000 Iraqi Dinar with English writing 
shows the second century desert fortress of Al-Ukhether, 
Hejira.  
The current exchange rates are as follows: 

U.S. Dollar = 1,476 Iraqi Dinar  [25,000 IQD = 16.93 U.S. 
Dollars] 
European Euro = 1,802 Iraqi Dinar  [25,000 IQD = 13.87 
European Euros] 
Sterling Pound = 2,616 Iraqi Dinar  [25,000 IQD = 9.55 
Sterling Pounds] 
Japanese Yen = 13.26 Iraqi Dinar  [25,000 IQD = 
1,885.37 Yen] 
      - Information provided by Central Bank of Iraq web site 
 

Front Back 

Iraqi Police graduate 282  
from specialty courses  
BAGHDAD – The Iraqi Police Service graduated 282 police 
officers from advanced and specialty courses at the Adnan 
Training Facility Aug. 25 as part of the Iraqi government’s 
ongoing effort to train its security forces. 
   The courses consist of Basic Criminal Investigations with 
54 graduates, Advanced Criminal Investigations with 22 
graduates, Interview and Interrogations with 25 graduates, 
Violent Crime Investigation with 15 graduates, Critical Inci-
dent Management with 26 graduates, Criminal Intelligence 
with 24 graduates, First-Line Supervision with six gradu-
ates, Mid-Level Management with 17 graduates, Executive 
Leadership Development with 27 graduates, and Election 
Security with 66 graduates.    
   The Basic Criminal Investigation course, designed to in-
troduce participants to basic concepts of criminal investiga-
tion, covers topics such as theft, burglary, arson, robbery, 
sexual offenses, and homicide investigation. Students re-
ceive classroom instruction and hands-on training in finger-
printing, photography, tool marks and plaster casting tech-
niques. To date, 2,415 police officers have completed the 
Basic Criminal Investigations course. 
   The Advanced Criminal Investigation course provides 
participants with advanced investigative techniques to be 
used in a variety of situations, but particularly in investiga-
tions of homicide, kidnapping, terrorism and bombings. 
This course has graduated 73 students to date.   
   The Interviews and Interrogations course covers ad-
vanced interview and interrogation techniques and includes 
instruction on the preservation and protection of human 
rights, and the importance of ethical behavior during inter-
views and interrogations. To date, 611 students have com-
pleted this course. 
   The Violent Crime Investigation course introduces partici-
pants to investigative techniques to be used in a variety of 
situations, but particularly in violent crimes including armed 
robbery, rape and murder. This course has graduated 609 
students to date. 
   Critical Incident Management is designed to provide par-

ticipants with the understanding of and application skills for 
managing critical incidents. To date, 586 students have 
graduated from this course. 
   The Criminal Intelligence course provides training in the 
planning, collection, analysis and distribution of intelligence 
information. This course also equips participants with the 
ability to recognize trends that may have an impact on pub-
lic safety and security. This course has graduated 389 stu-
dents to date. 
   The First-Line Supervision course focuses on major lead-
ership areas for front line supervisors including human 
rights training, ethics and corruption, policing in a democ-
racy, and interpersonal skills critical to effective leadership.  
To date, 496 students have graduated from this course.   
   Executive Leadership covers executive level concepts of 
planning, organizing, staffing, directing, coordinating, re-
porting and budgeting. Other topics include visionary lead-
ership, organizational values, interpersonal communication 
skills, motivational techniques and strategies, along with 
strategic planning. To date, 359 officers have graduated 
from this course. 
   Mid-Level Management is a course designed for supervi-
sors who are responsible for managing the first line super-
visors and their assigned personnel. To date, 412 students 
have completed this course. 
   The Election Security course covers the responsibilities 
of the police to ensure peaceful elections. Potential threats 
and areas of concern are examined from the standpoint of 
security and protection of candidates and the voting public 
during the election period. To date, 384 officers have com-
pleted the course which includes a train-the-trainer compo-
nent to enable participants to serve as trainers in their re-
spective police stations. 
   Officers who participated in these courses previously 
completed either an eight-week basic training course for 
new recruits or a three-week ‘transitional integration pro-
gram’ course designed for police officers currently serving, 
who have received little or no basic training. The police 
officers report back for continued duty at their respective 
stations immediately. 
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Iraqi equipment roll-up 
 

 A look at some of the equipment delivered  
to the Iraqi Security Forces  in the past week 

 
   Ammunition.….………..156,004 rounds 
     
   Handguns……………………...……5,128 
 
   Body Armor…….……………..…….1,296     
      
   Light machine guns……...…..…...3,712 
        
   GMC Blazers……………………….……50 
 
   UAZ Jeeps………………………….….118 
 
   Cargo Trucks ……………………….....30 
 
   Ambulances……………………………...9 
 
          
                         —  Information provided by MNSTC-I J-4 

Iraqi Army captures 15 AIF  
AD DUJAYL – Iraqi Army soldiers completed searches as-
sociated with Operation Hawk by capturing five anti-Iraq 
forces here Aug. 23. 
   Soldiers with 4th Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 4th Iraqi Army Divi-
sion captured five insurgents believed to be involved in im-
provised explosive device attacks. In nearby Tikrit and 
Balad, combined operations led to the capture of 10 insur-
gents suspected of executing indirect fire attacks and other 
attacks against Iraqi Security Forces.       
 

Army patrols find hidden ordnance 
BAGHDAD – Iraqi Army soldiers on patrol continue to dis-
cover munitions stockpiled by anti-Iraq forces Aug. 24. 
   Soldiers with 1st Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 2nd Iraqi Army 
Division uncovered a 152mm artillery shell beneath a dirt 
mound in Mosul.   
   In a related incident, Iraqi soldiers found 14 artillery 
rounds one kilometer northwest of the Kirkuk traffic circle. 
An Iraqi explosive ordnance disposal team recovered the 
munitions in both instances.   

 
Iraqi forces respond to attacks  
BAGHDAD – Iraqi Security Forces responded to two sepa-
rate incidents where police and civilians were attacked by 
anti-Iraq forces Aug. 24. 
   Soldiers with 4th Battalion, 1st Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Divi-
sion responded to a small arms attack against a Baghdad 
police station. The soldiers were able to track the attackers, 
killing two AIF and capturing one other suspect. 
   In another incident, an Iraqi policeman and a civilian were 
attacked in their vehicles by insurgents armed with rocket-
propelled grenades. Iraqi Police pursued the suspects, kill-
ing one of the AIF attackers.            

 
Iraqi Security Forces secure IED  
BAGHDAD – Soldiers with the 4th Iraqi Army Division con-
cluded Operation Lightning Strike Aug. 25, which consisted 
of a series of cordon and search missions in Abayach. Sol-
diers discovered the command end of a command wired 
IED and traced it back to the explosive device. The IED was 
a 130mm round rigged for detonation. An explosive ord-
nance disposal team destroyed the IED in place. Soldiers 
detained one male suspect at the scene. 
   Elsewhere, Iraqi Police discovered and cleared a small 
cache of munitions in Tuz. Police found three 122mm Rus-
sian rounds, one 120mm Russian mortar, nine 82mm Rus-
sian mortars, one 82mm Chinese mortar, and one rocket-
propelled grenade. The munitions were transported to the 
Joint Command Center where an EOD team secured them 
for later destruction. 
 
 

Insurgents detained after raid  
KHALIS – Iraqi Army soldiers and Coalition forces con-
ducted a targeted raid against an anti-Iraq force assassina-
tion cell suspected of planning attacks on government offi-
cials in Khalis. The early morning raid occurred Aug. 26. 
   Soldiers with the 1st Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army Division and 
elements of Task Force Badger quickly cleared the two ob-
jectives. Soldiers detained 11 suspected insurgents and 
transported them to a secure facility for questioning.       
 

Detonation leads to insurgents   
HIT – Iraqi Army soldiers and Coalition forces conducting a 
dismounted patrol responded to the scene of an improvised 
explosive device detonation and searched the area, captur-
ing two wounded insurgents Aug. 26. 
   Soldiers with 2nd Battalion, 1st Brigade, 1st Iraqi Interven-
tion Force and elements of 3/25 U.S. Marines searched the 
immediate area of the explosion and found two injured in-
surgents suspected of being the triggermen. The suspects 
were in possession of three AK-47 automatic rifles, one 
Seno base station, and one 12-volt battery. Both suspects 
tested positive for gun powder residue. 
   The suspects were transported to a nearby aid station, 
and then later transferred to a hospital for treatment.    


